
A CALL TO END BOTTOM TRAWLING



In partnership with Live Ocean Foundation, Jono Ridler 
swam the entire east coast of the North Island, igniting 
New Zealanders in the race for a healthy ocean, with a 
clear call to end bottom trawling. 

This mission began on 5 January 2026 at Waikuku 
Beach, North Cape and was completed 90 days, 468 
hours, 1,367km and 1,426,500 strokes later on 4 April in 
Te Whanganui-a-Tara, Wellington.

Ridler’s swim ranks among the toughest endurance 
feats in the world, and it’s expected to be ratified as the 
longest unassisted staged swim ever. No wetsuit - just 
togs, swim cap and goggles. 

Through social media his effort reached over 7.2 million 
people, generating 35.4 million views, and independent 
media monitoring reported media reach of 390 million. 

This feat of human endurance was backed by 73,647 
supporters who signed the call for action.





Melissa Lipscombe, Rentia Mclaughlin, Will Finnemore, Cath 
Cameron, Caitlyn Robertson, Katherine Kearsley, Courtney Spencer, 
Harry Kearsley, Bev Bayliss, Anders Crofoot, Michael Ellis, Sarah 
Cunningham, Jamie Kestle, Cushla Hume-Merry, Hannah Gadsby, 
Katie Oolders, Lara Shearer, Georgie Johnson, Thomas England, 
Andrea Kelly, Kate Webby, Isaac Greer, Rob Pearse, Anastasia Burn, 
Sandi Boyden, Demelza Vincent, Kate Dawson, Michelle Watt, 
Jock Buckthought, Cameron Hamerton, Jacynda Galloway, Rachel 
Pakoti, Wayne Green, Sam Hoverd, Jill Kirk, Regan Cross, Robert 
Walker, Rose Cawson, Xan Hamilton, Vince Stanford, Rachel Collins, 
Lydia Lloyd, James Rust, Juliet Cunniffe, Kris Sonderer, Brad Jeeves, 
Rachel Kate Wood, Nyree Porter, Christopher Little, Izzy Bolland, 
Olivia Stephens, Cheryl Morris, Julie Davis, Isabella Taylor, Keryn 
Kaye, Paul Mowbray, Andrew Steel, Drew Tait, Megan Mason, Niki 
Carling, Liam Walker, Phil Barraclough, Cathy Wiig, Lars Andrew, 
Teresa Miles, Riley McKenzie, Daniel Fraser, Emma Cook, Logan 
White, Sophie Brown, Jack Young, Noah King, Mia Scott, Oliver 
Green, Ava Adams, Leo Turner, Grace Mitchell, Max Campbell, Lily 
Parker, Ethan Edwards, Ruby Collins, Lucas Stewart, Zoe Morris, 
Harry Rogers, Ella Reed, Oscar Cooke, Chloe Bell, Archie Murphy, 
Freya Bailey, Jake Cooper, Holly Richardson, Sam Cox, Molly 
Howard, Ben Ward, Daisy Peterson, Tom Gray, Sophie Ramirez, 
Adam James, Emma Watson, Josh Brooks, Kate Sanders, Luke 
Bennett, Amy Wood, Dylan Barnes, Freya Ross, Nathan Henderson, 
Paige Coleman, Aaron Jenkins, Ellie Perry, Connor Powell, Brooke 
Long, Kyle Patterson, Madison Hughes, Tyler Flores, Ruby Butler, 
Cameron Simmons, Olivia Foster, Jordan Gonzales, Sophie Bryant, 
Corey Alexander, Mia Russell, Sean Griffin, Lily Diaz, Blake Hayes, 
Ava Myers, Scott Ford, Chloe Hamilton, Dean Graham, Zoe Wallace, 
Evan West, Grace Cole, Cody Knight, Ella Spencer, Marcus Walsh, 
Isla Hart, Justin Armstrong, Hannah Fox, Shane Kennedy, Lucy 
Stone, Troy Mills, Emily Warren, Jared Dunn, Sophie Palmer, 
Brett Hudson, Molly Chapman, Colin Grant, Aaron Simpson, Bella 
Richards, Caleb Cross, Georgia Knight, Dylan Ford, Ella Fisher, 
Flynn Walker, Holly Grant, Isaac Stone, Jasmine King, Kieran Scott, 
Laura Adams, Mason Bell, Nicole Brooks, Owen Clarke, Paige 
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New Zealand is still bottom trawling seamounts in our 
own waters, and the only nation still bottom trawling 
seamounts in the South Pacific high seas. 

It’s time to stop being an outlier and protect the ocean’s 
most vital habitats. 

We’re calling on the New Zealand Government to end 
bottom trawling on all seamounts – at home and in the 
high seas by the end of 2027 – and to activate a quick 
transition away from bottom trawling entirely.
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“ 
I want my generation to be the 
generation that says not ‘do you 
remember how good it used to be, 
but do you remember how bad it 
used to be?’ 
  
I hope that for everybody that was 
there, everybody watching from afar, 
and everybody who has supported 
us, that this is a moment that they 
remember for life and that it’s about  
a healthy ocean for a healthy future.

Jono Ridler



“
What Jono and the team have 
achieved is one of the greatest 
individual endurance feats of all 
time. He has brought the country 
together and reminded us of 
the extraordinary things New 
Zealanders can achieve when we 
put our minds to it. 

For 90 days, Jono has shown us 
what courage, commitment and 
leadership looks like. Now, it’s our 
turn as a nation to stand with him 
and support the kaupapa for a 
healthy ocean by joining the call to 
end bottom trawling.

Blair Tuke 
Co-Founder, Live Ocean









Community Messages for Jono
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A huge thank you to everyone who backed 
Swim4TheOcean, from our whānau of swim sponsors 
whose support made the journey possible, to the 
incredible coastal communities who welcomed us with 
such manaakitanga. To the locals who opened their 
homes, offered warm showers, shared local knowledge, 
and lifted our spirits with words of encouragement, tēnā 
koutou for carrying this kaupapa alongside us.

To the 73,647 people who put their voice behind the call 
to end bottom trawling, ngā mihi nui for standing up 
for the ocean and helping ignite real change. This was 
a truly collective effort, powered by people who care 
deeply for the moana. We are grateful to each and every 
one of you who showed up, supported, and believed in 
what we are working towards together. A healthy ocean 
for a healthy future. 

A special thanks to:






